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Corpus Christi 2019 
22-23 June 2019          
 
Let me provide a little context for today’s Gospel, the only miracle recorded in all four 
Gospels. Jesus has just empowered his disciples to preach the Kingdom of God and to 
heal.  The disciples preached and healed “everywhere.”  Now, the apostles have just 
come back from their missionary journey.  They were eager to share everything they 
had done with Jesus.  They also were probably very tired and eager to rest.  So, Jesus 
takes them to a quiet place, a deserted place.  Now they could rest, reflect, and 
recharge, enjoying the bread and fish they had brought along with them.  But that didn’t 
happen.  Instead, the crowds found out where they were and demanded more healings.   
 
Now, I don’t know about you, but I would be ticked off if I were one of the 12.  Maybe 
they were thinking something like, “Dang it! We just need some time with Jesus to chill; 
please go away.”  But that’s not how Jesus responds to them.  He welcomes them and 
heals them.  He does this for a while, but the disciples begin to get crabby.  It’s been a 
long day.  They are exhausted and hungry.  So, they so much as say to Jesus, “Um, tell 
the crowd that it’s closing time.  Tell them to scram and find their own food and lodging.  
Then we can FINALLY rest and eat our dinner!”   
 
Jesus MUST have been as exhausted as his disciples—after all, he was truly human like 
them.  Jesus responds, “Not so fast! This party’s just getting started!”  When Jesus gave 
the little energy he had left, God did amazing things! 
 
Now as God, Jesus could have snapped his finger and magically womped up tables and 
chairs and silver and china and waiters and all the food for a banquet that would stagger 
the imagination.  But he does not choose to do this.  Instead, he says these key words to 
his disciples, “Give them some food yourselves.”  Just as he had just empowered them 
to preach and heal, so now he is empowering them to feed 5,000 men, plus women and 
children.  “Give them some food yourselves,” Jesus says, or more literally, “YOU give 
them some food!”  To which they may well have responded, “Ugh!  How do you expect 
us to buy food for all these people?!  That’s nuts!  All we have is five loaves and two 
fish—and that’s our dinner in this deserted place!”   
 
But Jesus does not think of himself and his own needs.  He has a lesson to demonstrate 
to his disciples and to us: if you give God the little you have, God will multiply 
whatever you give and provide for your needs: “Then taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them, and 
gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd.” 
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These words sound familiar, don’t they?  “Taking…looking up to heaven…said the 
blessing…broke them…and gave it to the disciples….” It’s a foreshadowing of the 
Eucharist! 
 
We give the little we have at Mass…mere bread and wine… as the priest prays, “Blessed 
are you, Lord God of all creation…” praying a prayer of trust in the Father, asking the 
Father to send the Holy Spirit.  And then God does something stupendous with the little 
we’ve given him…he gives us the gift of himself, which satisfies the deepest needs of our 
souls: meaning, purpose, and a destiny made possible by Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life!   
 
We also give the little we have to support the needs of our church and school, trusting 
that God will provide for our needs.  God has abundantly provided for our needs in the 
past because you have given your five loaves and two fish and not held onto them.   
 
Here’s a quick summary of the amazing things God has done through YOU when you 
gave your time to God; by the numbers:  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

• 80 people are involved in music ministry. 
 
PRO-LIFE 

• 12 people sang Christmas Carols at SummerWood.  
• We raised $8k for Southwest Options for Women to buy ultrasound machines.   

PASTORAL CARE 

• 6+ people made 1300+ cards for the poor, the homebound, widows and 
widowers, and for our youth getting confirmed. 

• 100+ volunteers served 4,000 meals for 25 funerals.  
• 25 ministers bring communion to 40-50 homebound parishioners weekly. 
• 10+ people made 100 prayer shawls. 
• 70+ on Prayer Chain. 

 
JUSTICE AND CHARITY  

• 45 volunteers just hosted four homeless families for Families Moving Forward: six 
adults and ten children (3 were infants), providing delicious meals and 
warm hospitality for the poor.   

• 80-120 families in need are served at Loaves and Fishes in Shakopee.  
 
FAITH FORMATION 
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SCHOOL 
• Our preschool is nearly full with 118 enrolled. 
• We have 520 enrolled in K-8; plenty of spots left.  
• 65 teachers and aids.  

 
LITURGY 

• 130 Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.  
• 50 Lectors.  
• 15 Sacristans.  
• 55 Ushers.  
• 70 Altar Servers 
• And many more ministries.  

 
And here’s a quick summary of the amazing things God has done through YOU when you 
gave your treasure to God: 

• Capital Campaign Donations received to date: $2.02M. 
• Remaining Pledges due: $1.8M. 
• Payments made: land is paid off!!  $1.3M 
• Mortgage – over $500k has been paid on our debt, but $2.3M remains on 2003 

construction…we need to pass the torch to a new generation of parishioners.  
These beautiful facilities that we enjoy every day are still not paid off. 

• Deferred maintenance, HVAC units: over $100k has been paid.  
 
Thank you so much for your generosity.  I need you to give more to our general 
offertory.   

• Collections have been declining and enrollment in the school has been declining.  
There are many reasons for this: the scandals, changing demographics, turnover, 
etc.   

• But a chief reason is that many of you were very generous with the capital 
campaign, but you transferred your normal stewardship giving to capital 
campaign giving.   

• Our wonderful trustees, parish staff, and finance council have been laboring to 
balance our budget, but there is a predicted major shortfall for the next fiscal 
year, especially on the parish side.  You can see the monthly financials in the 
bulletin.   

• As a result, we’ve been cutting expenses everywhere we can.  We have already 
done a reduction in force with staff in both the school and the parish.  And that is 
never an easy thing to do.  

• Our “new” buildings are now 22+ years old.  Think of St. Hubert as being the 
same age now as when you gave birth in 1997.  Think of how much money you 
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invested in your child and how his or her needs have changed over time.  The 
same is true for the church and school. 

o We have to replace the church roof.  $500k? 
o We just replaced the pump and piping for the rectory’s water supply. 

• We have to hire the right staffers to provide quality programs.   
o For example, we hired Corey Manning who is going to give a series of talks 

on how your teen can stay Catholic in college.  He will be working with the 
youth group and young adults, but, formally, we do not have a youth 
minister right now.  Could someone please step up with an earmarked 
donation for that? 

• Dr. David Sorkin is our new principal in the school.  He is top notch and is even a 
summer professor on the staff of Notre Dame’s School of Education.  
 

I don’t want to have to cut more staff members or cut back on any of the ministries I 
just mentioned simply because we can’t afford them, when we really can.   
 
Just as when God blessed Abraham through Melchizedek and Abraham responded with 
giving a tithe in response, so too do we need to give God a percentage of the many, 
many blessings he has bestowed on us, trusting that when we do so, God will continue 
to do amazing things in our life and will provide for our needs.   
 
So, I’m asking you to make an investment today in our future.  I am boldly asking you to 
increase your donation to general giving (weekend offertory) to 5% of your income.  5 
for 5.  The “5 + 5 = 5,000 campaign.”  How’s that for math? 
 
The lesson for today?  God will provide, but he needs our cooperation, he needs your 
five loaves and two fish, to do great things!  So, give the little you have and place it in 
the basket, or even better sign up for Electronic Funds Transfer and watch the blessings 
multiply! 


