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Forgiveness 
 

This weekend we will be hearing about the Catholic 

Services Appeal, so I will keep my reflection on the 
scripture short 

 
In today’s Gospel Jesus is continuing to fight a war 
in building God’s kingdom on earth. Not with the 

Pharisees or scribes, not even with the Romans, but 
with the devil. Today the subject is about how we 

respond to our enemies and persecutors and those 
who have done us wrong.  

 
Today’s Gospel invites us to examine our lives 

regarding forgiveness, knowing that forgiveness can 
lead to hatred and hatred to war and violence. It is 

what can harden our hearts and diminish our 

spirits. 
 

Jesus is not asking his followers to be doormats, 
letting others continue to walk all over them, in fact 

in the Spiritual Works of Mercy, We are called to 
Admonish sinners, not out of our own self-

righteousness, but out of our love and concern for 
our neighbors.  

 



I’d like to end with a lesion about forgiveness that 
comes from Fred Rogers, known as Mister Rogers. 

 
Mr. Rogers tells the story about one of his theology 
professors. He had been at church and went to visit 

his professor in the hospital and asked him a 
question regarding a verse in a hymn they had just 

sung that he did not understand. A Mighty Fortress 
is our God, Gather #594 Verse 3  

  
 

For many years in my office I had a reflection called 
the Accuser and the Advocate, written by a 

Presbyterian theologian, Dr.William Orr. This was 
the same man Mr. Rogers was asking the question 

to. 
 

The question was from verse three, What was that 
one little word that subdued Satan.  

 
Dr.Orr said, when you look with an accusing eye at 

your neighbor, which is the word for Satan in 
Hebrew, this is what evil would want, because the 

more accusing spirits we can spread, the greater evil 
spreads. Evil simply disintegrates in the presence of 
forgiveness. On the other hand if you can look with 
the eyes of the Advocate on your neighbor, those are 

the eyes of Jesus, the eyes of love.  
 

The one word was forgiveness 


